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Progress in Antitumor Activities of B-Carboline Derivatives
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Abstract: B-carboline is a kind of tricyclic indole alkaloids widely distributed in nature, such as plants, animals
and marine life, which have important biological activities, especially potent anticancer activity. In order to improve
the antitumor activity, increase solubility and decrease toxicity of B-carboline, the chemical synthesis of B-carboline
nuclear structure was found, and a large number of structural modifications of B-carboline were prepared. Some
potential lead compounds of B-carboline with excellent antitumor activity in vivo and in vitro were obtained in recent
years. This paper reviewed the progress in anticancer activities of B-carbolines derivatives for further utilization of

B-carbolines in future.
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